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REPORT OF THE BIOLOGICAL AND MICROSCOPICAL 

SECTION. 

During the year eighteen meetings were held, with an average 
attendance of about fifteen persons. 

The annual exhibition was held April 5, and was a success as 
to the number of visitors and in regard to the improvement noticed 
in general microscopical manipulation. 

The following gentlemen became contributors to the Section 
during the year : — Dr. L. Brewer Hall, Dr. Henry Beates, Dr. Max 
Bochroch, Dr. Charles L. Mitchell, Dr. M. B. Hartzell, Dr. Arthur 
Wilson, Dr. William R. Hoch, Mr. John F. Lewis. 

The following resignations were accepted : — Dr. Charles Turn- 
bull, Dr. S. H. Guilford. 

The meetings have been well supplied with material for discus- 
sion, and an increased interest has been manifested during the 
year. 

The following are some of the more important subjects brought 
to the notice of the Section : — 

Dr. J. G. Hunt. — Communication upon Diatomes, Desmids, 
Sponges, Carnivorous Plants, Mosses and on the Preparation 
of Animal and Vegetable Tissues. 

Dr. Charles Mitchell. — A New Freezing Microtome. Also a 
paper upon Hsematoxylon Staining. 

Dr. L. B. Hall. — Communication upon Spirogyra. 

Dr. G. A. Rex. — Upon the Trichias, with two rare forms not 
found before in North America. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert J. Hess, M. D., 

Becorder. 



REPORT OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Conchological Section respectfully reports 
that of the various papers upon the subject of the Mollusca, accepted 
for publication by the Academy during the past year, the most 
important was one by Mr. Andrew J. Garrett, of Tahiti, upon 
" The Land Shells of the Society Islands," which is now in press 
and will soon appear as a part of the Journal. 
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It is with sincere regret tliat we record the death of our valued 
member, Mr. Charles F. Parker, which occurred September 7, 
1883. Mr. Parker was one of the founders of the Section, and a 
very large portion of the leisure time at his command was devoted 
to its interests. In his death the Academy an.d Section have lost 
a faithful and efficient officer, and the members a worthy associate. 

Our Conservator, Mr. Geo. W. Try on, Jr., repoits forty-seven 
donations of shells from twenty-nine different sources, all of which 
have been labeled and arranged in the museum. " These aggre- 
gate 1091 trays and labels, containing 41.50 specimens, being a 
larger accession than for several previous j'ears." Including them, 
the Conehological collection embraces 41,322 trays and tablets, 
with 145,'791 specimens. 

It may be stated as an illustration of the rapid growth of our 
museum that about one third of these specimens have been received 
since the removal of the Academy to its present building in 1876. 
Among the donations may be particularized as important, the large 
collections of New Caledonian, French and Eastern European 
shells, generously given by Messrs. E. Marie, A. Loeard, A. Mon- 
tandon,and S. Clessin ; also the fine collection from Mauritius and 
Madagascar, purchased from Mr. V. Robillard. Several other 
purchases of good shells were made, partly with the income of the 
Museum Fund, partly by money received from the sale of our publi- 
cations. To obtain all purchasable novelties and desiderata would 
require a fund yielding an income of not less than five hundred 
dollars per annum ; some rare opportunities were declined during 
the past year for want of means. 

Inadequate as our resources are, our progress has been such as 
to receive reccntlj"^ the commendation of the distinguished editor 
of the "Journal de Conchyliologie," who writes of the " immense 
bibliographical and conehological collections of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, scientific treasures to which 
each year adds considerably, and which constitute working 
facilities of the first order." The re-arrangement of the museum, 
in connection with the publication of the monographs of the 
genera in the " Manual of Conchology," steadily progresses. The 
Golumhellidse and Gonidse have been carefully studied and largely 
re-labeled during the year ; the Pleurotomidas are now undergoing 
revision. 
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The officers of the Section are : — 



Director, . 
Vice-Director, 
Secretary, . 
Recorder, . 
Conservator, 
Librarian, . 
Treasurer, . 



W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 
John Ford. 
John H. Redfield. 
S. Raymond Roberts. 
Geo. W. Try on, Jr. 
Edw. J. Nolan. 
Wm. L. Mactier. 

On behalf of the Section, 

S. Raymond Roberts, 

JRecorder. 



REPORT OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SECTION. 

During the year past the Entomological Section has held ten 
meetings, at which the attendance has averaged six members, 
exclusive of visitors. 

During the year one member has resigned, and one died. No 
new members have been elected, and the Section at present 
numbers twenty-one members. 

The Section has experienced an irreparable loss in the decease 
of its late Director, Dr. John L. LeConte. His long services in 
the advancement of entomolbgy in this countrj' are too well 
known to require any rehearsal here. At the annual meeting of 
the American Entomological Society, it was ordered that a memo- 
rial of Dr. LeConte be prepared, and published in the Society's 
Transactions. 

The Transactions of the American Entomological Society, vol. 
X, containing 844 pages and 9 plates, has been published. The 
Proceedings of the Entomological Section continue to be pub- 
lished and issued in connection with the Transactions, and 
contain the communications made at the monthly meetings. 
Members and others are thus enabled to place upon record such 
advanced descriptions as they may desire. 

Eleven written communications have been presented for publi- 
cation, and, having been favorably acted upon, will be duly 
published. 
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